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Early Childhood Education
Preparing children for success in kindergarten and beyond
Minneapolis Public Schools provides
a range of high-quality programs and
services for families and their children
ages birth to five years old.

Children learn a range of skills to prepare
them for success in kindergarten, school
and life, while families learn how best to
support their children as they grow.

MPS FIRST STOP

At MPS First Stop, our friendly staff connects families to resources that support
them and prepare their children for kindergarten.

Early Intervention Resources

Early Childhood Screening

children to access early childhood school and

well they are growing. All children must be

Early Intervention supports families with young
health resources.

School Readiness Programs
• Preschools

• Kindergarten registration

• Community early learning programs

Childcare Resources

Links to Hennepin County childcare assistance
programs and Minnesota early learning
scholarships.

Physical and Wellbeing
• Primary healthcare
• Dental
• Vision

• Hearing

• Immunizations
• Mental health

A screening checks your child’s health and how
screened before they start school.

Family Education

• Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE)

for families and their children from birth to
kindergarten.

• Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE)

serves children who have a physical, mental
or emotional disability.

• Teen Parent Services supports pregnant and
parenting students and their children with a
variety of programs.

Adult Education

• Job preparedness resources
• GED (high school diploma)

• English language learner classes

Homeless and Highly Mobile

Connects families to community organizations
that support families who need housing.

Other Resources

• Medical insurance
• Legal aid

Location: 3345 Chicago Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 55407
Transportation: Call 612.668.3715 if you need help with transportation to and from MPS First Stop
Contact: 612.668.3715 | firststop@mpls.k12.mn.us | ece.mpls.k12.mn.us/firststop
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CHILDHOOD SCREENING

When your child turns 3, it’s time to screen for FREE!
Early Childhood Screening is a check up on how your child is growing and
developing. All children must be screened before they start kindergarten.

At your child’s screening, trained staff will check your child’s:
• Health, vision and hearing

• Thinking, language and communication skills

• Movement and balance

• Immunization (shots) records

• Height, weight and growth

• Social and emotional growth

At the end of the screening, you will know how your child is developing. If there are any areas

where your child could use more support, our staff will work with you to find the right resources for
your child.

NOTE: If you are concerned about your child is doing, call right away. Screening can be done for
children at any age, even from birth to age 3.

Three reasons to screen at age 3:

1. Screening helps your child be ready for school.

2. Any health or learning concerns are found earlier and resources provided sooner.
3. Your family will learn about community resources that are available to your family.

When your child is 3 years old:

Set up a FREE screening appointment.
Call (612) 668.3715 or schedule online at ece.mpls.k12.mn.us/screen.

Complete the health forms that will be sent to you and bring them to the appointment.

Bring your child to the screening appointment. Let us know if you need help with transportation.
Transportation: Free for Minneapolis residents.
Fee: Free
Contact: 612.668.3715 | screen@mpls.k12.mn.us | ece.mpls.k12.mn.us/screen
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EARLY CHILDHOOD
FAMILY EDUCATION
ECFE offers classes, programs and services for families with children from birth
to kindergarten age.

Classes

Home Visits

developmental stages. Parents and children enjoy

answer parenting and child development

More than 30 class options focus on children’s
group time and activities followed by a parent
discussion led by a licensed parent educator.

Classes offered as semesters, half-semesters and
four-week sessions. Classes last 1.5 to 2 hours

weekly, days, evenings and Saturdays. Fee: Sliding

Early childhood professionals visit homes to
questions and share activities to do with your

child. For more information, call 612.668.2134.
Fee: Free

Online Parenting Topics:

fee scale; No one is turned away for inability to pay.

Access research-based parenting information

• Infant Classes (0-11 Months)
Incredible Infants, Infants and Yoga
New Parent Connections

toilet learning, empathy, brain development

• Toddlers, Twos and Threes and Fours
Classes (11-48 Months)
Early Ones, Mindful Parenting, The Feeling-Behavior
Connection, Toddlers; Toddlers and Twos, Toddlers
with Gymtime, Twos; Twos and Threes, Threes and
Fours Classes (36-48 Months), One-day and Twoday class options, STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math)

on a variety of topics such as setting limits,

and more. Fee: $20 per topic accessible for the
entire school year.

Parent Networks

Invite friends to your home for a two-hour
personalized parent education session

provided by a licensed early childhood
professional; Fee: $10 per participant.

• Mixed-Age Classes
(Birth-Kindergarten Enrollment)
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship Families, Adventures
in Parenting, Dads, Multi-Cultural Adventures in
Parenting, Musical Brain Development

Personal Phone Consultation

• Multilingual and Native American classes
Certain classes are provided in Amharic, Hmong,
Somali and Spanish.
Classes focused on Native American families are also
provided where traditional parenting is explored.

to schedule your consultation. Fee: Free.

Get parenting questions answered through

30-minute phone consultations with a licensed

early childhood professional. Call 612.668.2134

Transportation: Free for Minneapolis residents.
Contact: 612.668.2127 | ecfe@mpls.k12.mn.us | ece.mpls.k12.mn.us/ecfe
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EARLY CHILDHOOD
SPECIAL EDUCATION
Early Childhood Special Education supports families and their children with
special needs through early intervention, highly-individualized instruction, and
supports.

EARLY INTERVENTION

(birth to three)

The Early Intervention program provides support and instruction for children with delays in their
development or who have a disability. Children and their families may receive services in their
home, child-care setting, or in their school’s early childhood programs.

EARLY CHILDHOOD SPECIAL EDUCATION

(three to kindergarten)

Early Childhood Special Education serves children who are identified as having a Developmental
Delay (DD) or other disability. ECSE provides a continuum of services based on the child’s
Individual Education Plan (IEP). Services may include:

• Coaching and consultation by teaming with regular education staff and parents to help

children be successful within their natural environments (home, child care, and/or regular
education classroom settings).

• To provide intensive instruction in a small-class environment, Early Childhood Special

Education classrooms have high adult-to-children ratios (3 adults per 8 children; adults
include 1 ECSE teacher and 2 Special Education Assistants).

Children receive highly-individualized instruction based on the Minneapolis Public Schools Early

Childhood Education curriculum and the goals and objectives outlined in a child’s IEP. Instruction
is focused on:

• Providing ongoing observation and
documentation.

• Teaching and reinforcing targeted skills
during classroom routines.

• Using adaptations in the classroom (e.g.,
picture schedule, social stories, etc.).
• Working in small groups.

• Providing one-to-one assessments or
interventions.

Transportation: Free for Minneapolis residents.
Contact: 612.668.5100 | ecse@mpls.k12.mn.us | ece.mpls.k12.mn.us/ecse
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PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS
All Minneapolis Public Schools preschool programs prepare children for an easy
transition to kindergarten and beyond. Our high-quality programs are led by
licensed teachers committed to providing students with the skills they need to
succeed in school.

HIGH FIVE

For four-year-olds; must turn four by September 1.
Transportation: Free for Minneapolis residents.

Fee: Sliding fee scale; no one turned away for inability to pay

Contact: 612.668.1840 | sps.department@mpls.k12.mn.us | ece.mpls.k12.mn.us/preschool

Locations: Schools hroughout the city. Placement is made based on home or daycare addresses,
available space, and transportation routes.
Register: schoolrequest.mpls.k12.mn.us

THREE SCHOOL
Preschool for three-year-olds; must turn three by September 1. Half-day preschool program for

children who live in North Minneapolis within the area south of 35th Avenue; east of Penn Ave.;
north of W. Broadway and west of 3rd Street.

Transportation: Free for Minneapolis residents.
Fee: Sliding fee scale; no one turned away for inability to pay
Contact and registration: 612.668.2127 | ecfe@mpls.k12.mn.us | ece.mpls.k12.mn.us/preschool
Location: Mona Moede, 2400 Girard Ave N. Minneapolis, MN 55411

Priority Placement Requirements:
Priority placement for High Five and Three School goes to students who meet one or more of the
following criteria: • Qualifies for free or reduced lunch (based on family income) • Is an English
Language Learner • Is homeless • Has an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or an individual
interagency intervention plan • Is identified, through health and developmental screenings, with
a potential risk factor that may influence learning • Is defined as at risk by Minneapolis Public
Schools • Lives in the school’s attendance zone
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TEEN PARENT SERVICES

Teen Parent Services (TPS) supports pregnant and parenting students and their
children with a variety of programs. TPS helps student parents stay in school
and be successful by making sure their children receive high-quality child care
that prepares them for kindergarten and beyond. TPS also connects parents to a
variety of services to help them graduate and succeed after school.

Early Learning Centers
(child care services)

TPS provides licensed child care services to
children 6 weeks to 5 years old at four MPS

high schools. The Early Learning Centers have
earned the highest possible four-star rating

from Parent Aware and are nationally accredited
by National Association for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC).

In-home Tutoring

Once a mother delivers her baby, tutors provide
home-based services to ensure teen parents

remain connected to school during maternity
leave. Tutors help parents complete school

assignments and support them in their return to
high school.

Case Management and Support
Services

TPS connects teen parents to community

resources and services to meet their needs

in the areas of academics, job preparedness,

Prenatal and Parenting Education

Expectant mothers receive prenatal education
to keep themselves and their child healthy.
Parenting education is also part of each

student’s school schedule once mothers return

to school to help them provide the best care for
their child.

health, legal, financial, housing, and more.

Free Transportation

Teen parents living within Minneapolis city
boundaries get a school bus that provides

door-to-door transportation for them and their

child(ren) between home and school each day.

Early Learning Centers :
Longfellow High School, 3017 E. 31st St. | South High School, 3131 19th Ave. S.
North High School,1500 James Ave. N. | Roosevelt High School, 4029 28th Ave. S.
Contact: 612.668.5100 | tps@mpls.k12.mn.us | ece.mpls.k12.mn.us/tps
Enrollment Coordinator: 612.668.4703 | Michelle Johnston | michelle.johnston@mpls.k12.mn.us
City Wide Social Worker: 612.669.0945 | Kirstin Johnson-Nixon | kirstin.johnson@mpls.k12.mn.us

14

15

MINNEAPOLIS KIDS
School-aged care

The Minneapolis Kids program provides year-round before and after school
care for children in High Five and grades K-6 at certain MPS Schools.
Minneapolis Kids provides children with a wide variety of learning activities
such as social/emotional development, language and literacy, creativity and
arts, E-STEM, social sciences, health and physical education
Transportation: Please call for transportation requests.
Fee: Fees are determined by the child’s elementary start time; see website for more details.
Contact: 612.668.3890 | mpls.kids@mpls.k12.mn.us | mplskids.mpls.k12.mn.us

Locations: Armatage | Bancroft | Barton Open | Bryn Mawr | Burroughs | Dowling | Field | Hale |
Justice Page | Kenny | Kenwood | Lake Harriet-Lower | Lake Harriet-Upper | Loring | Lyndale |
Marcy Open | Northrop | Pratt | Webster | Wenonah | Whittier | Windom
Accredited by:

1616

Dates to know

Program Map

Preschool and Kindergarten
School requests due

TBD

Early Admission to Kindergarten request form

TBD

Student Placement letters mailed

TBD

Citywide kindergarten registration day

TBD

Bus assignment postcards mailed

TBD

Jenny Lind

Waite Park

Early Childhood Family Education
ECFE Registration (Winter/Spring 2019)

TBD

ECFE Lottery Runs

TBD

ECFE Semester 2 classes begin

TBD

Lucy Laney
Hmong
International
Academy

TBD

Davis Center, 1250 W. Broadway Ave.

TBD

Wilder, 3345 Chicago Ave. S.

TBD

Pillsbury

Nellie Stone
Johnson
Mona Moede

TBD

North H.S.

Early Childhood Screening
Wilder, 3345 Chicago Ave. S.

Sheridan Arts

Davis
Center
Elizabeth Hall

Webster
Heritage Academy

Bethune

Mi

Bryn Mawr

ssi

ssi

pp

iR

ive

r

FAIR Downtown
Pratt

Minneapolis Kids
New Family Registration

Northeast
Middle

Cityview

Seward
Tower West

Emerson

TBD

Seward
Seward Tower East
Montessori
Sullivan

Cedar Lake

Lake of
the Isles

Numbers to know

Jefferson
Whittier
International
Green
Central

Bde Maka Ska

Early Childhood Education

612.668.2140

ece.mpls.k12.mn.us

Early Childhood Screening

612.668.3715

screen@mpls.k12.mn.us

Early Childhood Family Education

612.668.2127

ecfe@mpls.k12.mn.us

Early Childhood Special Education

612.348.5100

ecse@mpls.k12.mn.us

Early admission to Kindergarten

612.668.3715

Minneapolis Kids Child Care

612.668.3890

mplskids.mpls.k12.mn.us

MPS First stop

612.668.3717

firststop@mpls.k12.mn.us

Student Placement Services

612.668.1840

schoolrequest.mpls.k12.mn.us

Teen Parent Services

612.668.3890

mplskids.mpls.k12.mn.us

Transportation

612.668.2300

Lyndale

Andersen
United
South H.S.

Longfellow

Wilder
Bancroft

Lake Harriet
Lower Campus

Anishinabe

Folwell
Performing Arts
Roosevelt H.S.

Lake Harriet
Lake
Hiawatha

Lake Nokomis

Armatage

Kenny

For an interactive map with site addresses, visit: ece.mpls.k12.mn.us/map
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DE PARTME NT O F EAR LY
CH ILDH O O D ED U CATI O N

1250 W. Broadway Ave.
Minneapolis, Minnesota
55411-2533
Tel: 612.668.2140
ece@mpls.k12.mn.us
ece.mpls.k12.mn.us
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